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OF THE DAY 


destroyer lai 

TENTH LONDON 


Seacat’ weapons 


(he London, was launched at the Wallsend-on 


Accommodation for her comple¬ 
ment of about 32 officers and 400 
ratings will be of a very high standard. 
The mess decks are fitted with bunks 
arranged so as to provide the maxi¬ 
mum recreation space in each mess, 
while allowing for such fittings as card 
and writing tables and cupboards. The 
whole ship will be air conditioned 
and have large dining balls served by 
! a modern galley, capable of providing 
varied meals on a self-service system. 

PREVIOUS LONDON'S 

There have been nine Londons in 
the Royal Navy during the past 325 
years. The first (1636-1654) was a 
1 converted merchantman which fought 
at Kentish Knock in 1652 and 
; Campcrdown in 1653. The second 
(1657-1665). a second rate of 64 guns. 
| escorted Charles II back at his restora¬ 
tion in 1660. A later London, a ship 
of 08 guns, was Flagship at the Hattie 
of Copenhagen and vet another took 
part in the bombardment of 
Sebastopol. The eighth ship (1002- 
19201 was a first-class battleship. 

The ninth ship, a Countv class 
cruiser was completed in 1020 and 


A new London lakes to the water 


CONFIRMATION SERVICE IN 
CRUISER 


mandcr-in-Chief. South Atlantic and 
South America. 

On the journey to Freetown the 
Bishop held a Confirmation Service 
for several members of Lion’s ship’s 
company The congregation of officers 
and ratings was too big for the 
cruiser's chapel and an altar and a 
Bishop’s throne were therefore rigged 
on deck. 

A Royal Marine band accompanied 
the hymn singing and must have 
given the Bishop—an impressive 
figure in mitre and long white cope — 
immense pleasure as for 2U years lie 
was a Naval chaplain. 

Bishop Beardmorc was Chaplain in 
H.M.S. Hood 1939-41. leaving her 
shortly before her loss in May. 1941. 


NDER the open sky and with the 
White Ensign and the ship’s wake 
as a background, a religious service, 
possibly unique, took place recently 
on the quarterdeck of II.MN. Lion 
while the cruiser made her way, at 
18 knots, through a choppy sea ofl 
the West African coast. 

The Rt. Reverend Harold Beard- 
more. Bishop of St. Helena, was 
returning to St. Helena after a visit to 
this country to bring to official notice 
the hardship caused in the island by 
the fact that fewer ships now visit the 
island and he was ottered a passage 
hack by Vice-Admiral Sir Nicholas 
Copeman. K.B.E.. C.B.. D.S.C.. Com- 


V silver model of Admiral Robert Blake’s flagship, the George, presented to 

H.M.S. Blake by her builders. 


Haslar Works Tank opened by 


ally controlled, can produce any type 
of wave pattern. 

During his visit Prince Philip 

watched a model of the second nuclear 

submarine. Valiant, sweeping through 

the waters of the tank. He also saw 

. ... , . .. _ . .... ... »* models of the guided missile destroyer 

penmen u unk a. the Adm.»ll>bs- „ cvonshirc . J d thc opcn . stern assault 

ber Is craft, the order for which has recently 

C Thc object of the lank, which is 400 be f" S'vcn- . J u 

ft. lonj; by :00 ft. wide, and holds The Duke, who arrived by hclicop- 
about 40.000 tons of water is to enable ««r "" Ihc playing fields of H.M.S. Dol- 
scicntisls to study the behaviour of «as met by Admiral Sir Alex- 

models of ships under all conditions, andcr Bmgley. the Commandcr-in- 
It is possible in thc new tank to siniu- Chief. Portsmouth. On the platform 
late waves of up to 40 ft. and every when the Duke unveiled a plaque corn- 
pitch or other movement is electrically memorating thc opening of the new 
recorded. * ,an ^ wcrc ? ,r Alfred Sims (Director- 

In the tank is a rotating arm. about General Ships. Admiralty). Mr. A. N. 
100 ft. long, on a king post embedded Harrison (Director of Naval Construc- 
on a concrete island, and the models lion) and Mr. R. N. Newton (Supcrin- 


Prince Philip 


ment) cruiser completed last year. 
Messrs Fairfield Shipbuilding and 
Engineering Co. Ltd.. Govan. have 
presented the ship with a magnificent 
trophy 

It i> a model of Admiral Robert 
Blake’s flagship, the George, on board 
which he died in August 1657 as he 
was approaching Plymouth on his 
return from a successful campaign. 

The model is solid silver, about one 
foot lone and is valued at £650. It was 
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T HE Royal Navy’s latest frigate, the -J 
the I.eander class General-Purpose 

Anti-Submarine Versatile Type H.M.S. A FTKR exercises in the South China 
Dido was to have been launched at the ^"^Seas. Il.M.S. Belfast returned to 
Clyde yard of Yarrow and Co.. Ltd.. Singapore on October 20. I he ship was 

on December 21, but fog. which re- ihcn to pay a visit to Saigon, in South 

^ Viet-Nam. but severe flooding in the 

hazard, and the actual area caused the trip to be cancelled 

postponed. and Belfast therefore remained at 

« ceremony, however. Sincere unlil October_ 30. when. I 

i Ladv Sims, wile of Sir £!»« Offiper. ; 

m Director General Sccond-in-Command. Ear hast Station. 

led” the ship and named - h . e , ««•<« for » on R Ko "«'°JT n> 

with Il.M.S. Caesar and H.M.S. Cas- 

. . • .u n i sandra and II.M.A.S. Vampire, 

lo to serve in the Royal fIw . f> . .. 

cruiser. 5.450 tons dis- „ H.M.S. Belfast arr.ved at Honp 

It bv Cammell Laird and »n November 3 and a Royal 

940. She was broken up Salute was fired on the arrival of Her 

Royal Highness Princess Alexandra. 
- The next few days were mainly 

11 spent in preparing the ship for the 

Review of the Fleet by Her Royal 
Highness which took place on the 
7th. The Fleet manned and cheered 
ship as the Royal Barge passed 
slowly down the line of assembled 
warships. 


EDITORIAL 


O NE of the main peace-time func 

tions of the Royal Navy, perhaps d uc -c<l visibility to about 100 yards 

taken for grunted, but which arc of constituted a l__ .... 

special importance, are the flag- 
showing visits of ships of the Fleet. 

Unite apart from the benefits to 
ships* companies that a period of re¬ 
laxation in port gives (and in these days 
of cold war conditions, with a Navy 
spread "rather thinly over the oceans 
of the world," most ships spend almost 
as much time at sea a: during the days 
of the war), the effect of naval visits in 
maintaining prestige and promoting 
friendly relations is well worth the 
effort. 

The friendliness of the peoples 
visited, their hospitality to officers and 
men. is the keynote of reports re¬ 
ceived by "Navy News" from ships 
visiting places all over the world. From 
Sweden and Spain to Sarawak and 
South America the story is always 
the same—"The people gave us a 
wonderful welcome." 

Whilst giving credit to the hosts on 
these occasions, the friendliness of the 
men of the Royal Navy must not be 
minimised. People do not open their 
hearts and homes to those of whom 
they are afraid, to those whom they 
despise or to those to whom they bear 
animosity. 

Although every visit to a foreign 
port is a carefully prepared operation 
in. which the Fleet collaborates with 
diplomatic representatives abroad, the 
success of the visits depends, largely, 
upon the "man in the street" and his 
counterpart in the visiting ship. 

We go to these places in peace—we 
arc received with open arms—(inci¬ 
dentally visitors to our shores arc re¬ 
ceived wit!) equal warmth). Surely this 
can mean only one thing—that every¬ 
one wants peace. . ! 

Peace is not a negative quality: it 
is a lot more than just absence of war. 

Peace is the positive quality of concord 
and good understanding and the busi¬ 
ness of understanding one another can 
best be achieved by friendly visits— 
seeing how the man in another country 
lives, works, cats and plays. Seeing 
his country and he seeing yours—see¬ 
ing his buildings, works of art. his 
factories and houses— all these things 
make for a better understanding of his 
problems and way of life, and are 
means of bringing together. 

Long may these flag-showing visits 


H R.11. Princess Alexandra, in the Royal Barge, reviews the fleet at 

Hong Kong. 


DREADNOUGHT 
READY THIS YEAR 

I N a written answer to a Parlia¬ 
mentary inquiry, Mr. C. 1. Orr- 
Ewing, Civil Lord of the Ad¬ 
miralty, stated: "We hope to 
accept Dreadnought for service by 
the end of 1962. Valiant will not 
be laid down until next month. 

Dreadnought, Britain's first 
nuclear submarine, now being 
fitted out at Barrow in Furness, 
was begun in 1959. 

Valiant, to be built by Vickers- 
Armstrongs. is the second nuclear 
submarine for Britain, but unlike 
Dreadnought, which will have a 
United States reactor. Valiant will 
have an all-British reactor. 


sounds of a bugle playing the Last the first three days in Hong Kong. 

Post echoed across the water, and 1 he Post Ollicc onboard was inun- 

oncc again thoughts returned to those dated with parcels of all shapes and 

of the Service who had lost their lives si/es. and the postman worked late 

in two World Wars. into the night to allow the usual 

On November 15. the Commandinp *P ;ilc ol la '« niinulcrs to catch the final 

OITtcer. accompanied by 24 officers J™! caching England in time for. 

„ and men: visited the Chinese family . . . . . 

1 he followmg Sunday was Rcmcm- whose rcscll | cmcnI house had been .. * ,lh topping completed and 

brancc Sunday and a contingent of nn :,i r or hv .hr qh«n\ fnmmnv httlc monc >' *° spare, attention was 

185 men was' landed from the ship P * 1 C P R •* turned to sport and recreation. An 

to take part in the Parade at the „.. urc .vuvnirrn extensive programme of games 

Hong Kong Cenotaph. For those rii.M wmit inunimied against local Army Units provided a 
that remained on hoard a moving All welcomed this opportunity at welcome change from the exercises 
Service was held on the Quarterdeck. Hong Kong to do the last of the and humid climate of the Singapore 
As the gun heralding the start of the Christmas shopping. Relatives and area. Apart from the games, the 
two minutes silence boomed out. the friends at home seemed to be very whalers of the Fleet raced round the 
noises of Hong Kong faded away and much in mind. for. in addition to the Island in perfect conditions and 
the only movement came from the 46 bags of sea mail despatched from walking and climbing expeditions in- 
manv ships and small-craft on the Singapore, a further 36 bags worth to the New Territories proved very 
harbour. The peaceful yet stirring were purchased ashore and posted in popular. 


Service Commission. Strike II.Q. 
Squadron. Buccaneer. 

II.M.S. Ashanti, July. Change classi¬ 
fication of service. 9th Frigate 
Squadron. General Service Com¬ 
mission. Home/Middle Hast (16 

. months). U.K. Base Port. Dcvon- 
port. 

801 Squadron, July 17. at R N. Air 

. Station. Lossiemouth, for General 
Service Commission. For \rk Royal. 
Buccaneer. 

Il.M.S. Albion, July, at Portsmouth 
for Home Sea Scrvicc/Forcign Ser¬ 
vice. U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth. 

Il.M.S. Cavendish, end July, at 
Gibraltar with Trials Crew. Com¬ 
missions end August at Gibraltar 
for General Service Commission 
(24 months). 5th Destroyer Squad¬ 
ron. IJ.K. Base Port. Rosvth. 

II.M.S. Salisbury, August 16. at 
Dcvonport for Trials. Commissions 
September 27 at Dcvonport for 
Home Sea Service 4th Frigate 
Squadron. Transfers to General 
Service Commission. April, 1963 
(24 months). U.K Base Port, 
Dcvonport. 

ILM-S. Tenby, mid Septan her. at 
Chatham for trials Commissions 
mid-November at Chatham for 
Home Sea Service. 17th Frigate 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port. Dcvon¬ 
port. 

H.M.S. Cook, September, at Singa¬ 
pore. for Foreign Service (Far 
East/Pacific). 

H.M.S. Caesar, October, at Singapore, 
for Foreign Service (Far East). 8th 
Destroyer Squadron. 

H.M.S. Lincoln, October, at Singa¬ 
pore. for Foreign Service (Far 
East). 3rd Erigatc Squadron 

II.M.S. Loch Lomond. October, at 
Singapore for Foreign Service (Far 


TRIUMPH COACHES 


GENERAL 

M.S. Corunna, January 24, at 
Rosvth for General Service Com- | 
mission. Mcd./Homc (23 months) 


3 Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth 
Phone 27351 

Operate the lollewin* Official Express Service 
lor Service Personnel EVERY WEEKEND 

LEEDS .47/4 

BRADFORD . 45/4 

HUDDERSFIELD . 43/4 

SHEFFIELD . 3f/4 

NOTTINGHAM . 32/4 

LEICESTER .27/4 

NORTHAMPTON . 22/- 

LIVERPOOL .44/4 

MANCHESTER.42/4 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME. 34/- 

STAFFORD . 33/- 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 191 - 

BIRMINGHAM 27/4 

COVENTRY .25/- 

WARWICK .22/- 

BANBURY .; . l»/4 

OXFORD . U/- 

PLYMOUTM .30/- 

EXETER ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 21/- 

BRISTOL. 17/4 

SALISBURY . §/3 

GLOUCESTER.25/- 

SWINDCN . !■/- 

CIRENCESTER.21/- 

MARLBOROUGH . 15/- 

READING . I ■/- 

PORTLAND . 14/3 

•LONDON from PORTSMOUTH ... 13/4 

•LONDON from GOSPORT. 15/- 

•LONDON from H.M.S. 

COLLINGWOOD ... 14/- 
•B r SOUTHDOWN MOFOR SERVICES Ltd. 

All these service* will take the following route 
for the conrenienee of Service Personnel: R M. 
tarrocks. Eattney H M S. Vernon: Royal Sailors' 
Heme Club. Queen Street: R.N. tar reeks. 
Unicorn Gate: Stanley Road for H.M S. Erfbllent: 
H.M.S. Phoenix. Hiltea Lido. Ccthem. Homes: 
Town Quay, farehem. 

N.B.—To all ships visiting Ports¬ 
mouth: Special facilities to meet 
your particular travelling require¬ 
ments can be organised at short 
notice. 


Endowment Assurance? 


terms ARE OUTSTANDING 


No shareholders; all profits belong »o 
policyholders. Quotations Irom: 

W. Dudley Steyn 

374. London Rd.. Portsmouth Tel. 60551 


Write phone or call 

TRIUMPH COACHES 

3 Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth 
Phone 27351 


AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY 

73-76 Kmp William Sired. London K.C.4 Telephone MANoon Home 2431 

Assets £400.000.000 Established IE49 









ROOTES WORLD-WIDE OVERSEAS DELIVERY PLAN 


Thank you, L< 

a lovely 


SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NA VY 

H.M.S. Oberon No. 74 


S IR.—Please forgive my audacity in writing to you directly, but your paper 
appears to lie the most prominent medium through which I can say 
I hank You to Commander Hicks-Beach and the Ship's Company of H.M.S. 
I.eopard for a great day of entertainment before they left South Africa, and 
so I should he scry grateful it you could publish this letter in your next issue. 

J’s present J each other's esteem and respect, and 
Africa cul- I feci that this will he a much firmer 


The H. 
commission 
minated in 

and the hundreds of citi/cns who future. I he Royal Navy can always 
were privileged enough to enjoy this he assured that a very warm and 
trip on hoard cannot find words with hearty welcome awaits them in South 
which to express their appreciation of Africa, and that they will, at all times, 
this unique form of entertainment. enjoy a special place in our hearts 

The trip from Simonstown to an d affection. 

Cape Town was the Royal Navy’s Cdr. Hicks-Bcach. to whom I was 
way o! saying thank you for our fortunate enough to be introduced on 
alleged hospitality during the H.M.S. the trip from Simonstown to Cape 
Leopard’s stay in our Mother City. Town, and his Ship’s Company. 
I his gesture is considered the more deserve our heartiest congratulations 
wonderful because the Royal Navy for a truly wonderful day. It was a 
owes us no gratitude at all—the boot glorious summer's day and the lunch, 
is rather on the other foot as it were. I which consisted of soup, a chicken 
We open our homes to the Royal! salad and/or crayfish mayonnaise. 
Navy for three reasons. 'I he first one followed by fresh strawberries and 
is of course that hospitality to a ice cream, was thoroughly enjoyed 
South African is the most natural by all the hundreds of guests, and 
thing in our everyday life. I he second words of praise were heard all over 
is that South African women are no | the ship. Thank you. Leopard! 
different than the women of other 
countries and so "all the nice girls 
love a sailor.” 

Thirdly, and this is the most im¬ 
portant reason of all, there are those 
of us who can never forget the out¬ 
standingly gallant part played by the 
Navigs of the Allies during the last 
war. In particular, we think of the 
Royal Navy with whom we have 
been associated for so very long. The 
sacrifices made arc history, and the 
debt of gratitude that we owe the 
Royal Navy for her efforts in bring¬ 
ing ihe war to a close, in securing 
peace and in giving us our freedom, 
cannot be adequately described. So 
there cannot be talk of the Royal 
Navy owing us anything in return 
for our hospitality. 


LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR 


“PI.ACE IN OUR HEARTS” 

While South Africa was a member 
of the British Commonwealth of 
Nations, we were, like all families, 
rather inclined to take each other for 
granted, but now that our connections 
with this family have been severed, 
we shall have to cultivate and court 


Queen Street, Portsmouth 


Accommodation for 
ratings. W.R.N.S. and marred 
couples 


COMING HOME ON LEAVE? 
ON YOUR WAY OVERSEAS? 


Restaurant open from 

0600 to 2200 


Wherever you’re going to be, you’ll need a car on arrival. Buy 
a new Hillman. Humber. Sunbeam now from E.M.A. Ltd., Ports¬ 
mouth. If yours is an extended posting, take advantage of our 
special export scheme—you buy at export prices. 

Let E.M.A. make all the arrangements—export formalities. In¬ 
surance. shipping, everything. Call at our showroom or write 
to us today—your car can be on its way tomorrow: or waiting 
for you when you dock! Or it can be purchased on the home 
delivery plan for use in this country before you sail. 


Facilities for holding danco 
(up to 300) 


Small wedding receptions and 
meetings 


BARS BOOKSTALL TV 
BILLIARDS HAIRDRESSING 


Ex-serving personnel can become 
members for 4/- per annum 


SHIPS OF THE 
ROYAL NAVY 


Apply Secretary Manager 
Tel: Portsmouth 24231/2 


P OSTCARD photographs of the 
following H.M. Ships may he ob¬ 
tained from the Editor. "Navy News." 
R.N. Barracks. Portsmouth, price 6d. 
each, which includes postage. 

Theseus. Bulwark. Ocean. Eagle. 
Centaur. Glasgow. Kenya. Newcastle. 
: Albion. Ark Royal. Loch Killisport. 
Diana. Taciturn. Daring. Chevron. 
Zest. Vanguard. Murray. Cumberland. 
Scorpion. Liverpool. Apollo. Lynx. 
Salisbury. Sheffield. Girdle Ness. 
Maidstone. Newfoundland. Warrior. 
Britannia. Bermuda. Victorious. 
Corunna. Alamcin. Vigo. Tyne. 
Jutland. Talent. Palliscr. Explorer. 
Porpoise. Rcdpolc. Cambia. Tiger. 
Russell. Dainty. Protector. Undine. 
Defender. Darlington. Carron. Whitby. 
Eastbourne. Torquay. Mounts Bay. 
Belfast. Hermes. Armada. Yarmouth. 
Lion. Hartland Point. Leopard Token. 
Chichester. Echo. Loch Fada. Tenby. 
Puma. Blake. Excalibur. Troubridge. 
Rhyl and Camperdown. 

(Albums lo hold 64 postcards may 
he obtained from the Editor, price 
* 8s. 6d. post free.) 


BALLROOMS 


BUY A 

HILLMAN MINX 

through 

ROOTES OVERSEAS DELIVERY PLAN 


%'lVlll SOUTH PARADE 

“ )y a O o o SOUTHSEA 

KBM KELLS . °!^ e s E 1 d 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

Ships’ Company Dances 

whether a Submarine—Destroyer—Battleship or Aircraft Carrier 
OVER 50 SHIPS' DANCES CATERED FOR LAST YEAR 

Wire — Write—or Phone, Portsmouth 32275 

Make your first ‘'Port of Call" for Dancing: 

The Savoy Ballroom Radio Band Every Friday 


MAIN DEALERS FOR 
HUMBER. HILLMAN, 
SUNBEAM CARS 
E.M.A. LTD. 
Grove Road South 
Southsca 

Te 1 .: PORTSMOUTH 
23261 
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SHARPSHOOTERS 


II.M.S. Girdle Ness leaves Malta for the United Kingdom 


Inc n.K.N.S. *A .22 team, II..M.S. Sanderlmg. Wren Irvine, I'irst Ollicer 
Talma. W.R.N.S., !*.(). Wren Low (Captain! and Wren llennctt. who succeeded 
in winning the Station inter-department knock-out competition, in which 60 
Na\al and W.R.N.S. teams took part. ILO. Wren Low made the individual 
highest score and the team made the highest aggregate score. 


SEASLUG TRIALS 

Best surface-to-air missile 


Also perfected during the recent 
trials has been a s\stcm of missile 
maintenance. Personnel training has 
likewise received considerable atten¬ 
tion. with the result that the ship’s 
company will provide an invaluable 
nucleus of guided missile experience 
for the operational Licet. 

In command of HALS. Girdle Ness 
(10.000 tons) is Captain P. G. 

Lachlan, M.B.E., R.N., who lives in 
having completed her task. During the Haslcmerc. Surrey. The ship’s corn- 
live years she has been in commission pany consists of 35 olliccrs. 380 

since her conversion to her present ratings and 21 members of the Royal 

role, she has fired hundreds of Naval Scientific Service and the R.N. 

missiles. Photographic Service. 


escort 


Royal Navy’s* medium-range guided missile Scaslug is now ready for 
A service with the Elect. Years of development have culminated in a most 
successful scries of acceptance trials from the Navy’s trials ship, II.M.S. 
Girdle Ness, off Malta. 

In the recent series of firings, 

90 per cent of missiles intercepted the 
target, and had live warheads been 
fitted, the target would undoubtedly 
have been destroyed. The most out¬ 
standing aspect of this missile is its 
degree of reliability which is un¬ 
matched by any other missile in the 
world today. Scaslug has been sub¬ 
jected to the most rigorous environ¬ 
mental tests including extremes of 
temperature, damp and vibration. It 
has been transported by sea and air 
to Malta, and has been fired by 
II.M.S. Girdle Ness at a wide 
variety of targets. In the final series 
of trials, radio-controlled Canberra 
aircraft at great heights have been 
used as targets, and on no occasion 
did the missile fail to intercept. Other a 
successful firings have taken place it £ 
aircraft flying low over the surface of 
the sea. 

It can be stated with confidence. ", 
therefore, that when it is embarked 
in the County class guided weapon * 
destroyers, Scaslug will be the best r , 
shipborne surface-to-air missile at 
sea in the Western world. JJ 

HUNDREDS MRKD J; 

HALS. Girdle Ness returned to |‘ 

Devon port to pay off on December 5 j: 


The ship sailed from Portsmouth Gathering of Chiefs), one of them 
on November 4 for Ghana. A stop being 70 miles up country, 
of four days was made at Las Palmas The ship’s divers carried out a 
in the Canary Islands to bring the salvage operation 50 miles up country 
ship up to the high standard of sniart- in the Sierra Leone jungle. They spent 
ness required for her special duties. a hard, but interesting day removing 
She led the escort squadron into a van from the middle of a muddy 
Takoradi on November 18 for a two river. The river was 150 yards wide, 
day visit prior to Her Majesty’s lined with jungle in which monkeys 
departure from Ghana from that port, and snakes were seen, and the depth 
The tour thereafter consisted of a of water into which the van had 
day’s courtesy visit to Monrovia, the plunged was 34 feet. A careful watch 
port and capital of Liberia, six days was kept for crocodiles, but form¬ 
at Freetown. Sierra Leone, and three natcly none were seen, 
days at Bathurst on the Gambia Altogether it has been a memorable 
River. cruise and a great honour to be one of 

Although conditions on board the the Naval Escort for Her Majesty 
ship in the hot humid weather of the the Queen's tour of West Africa. 
West African Coast were diflicult, Christmas Leave has been well earned 
olliccrs and men greatly enjoyed this and no doubt many a Christmas 
Royal cruise. They attended several parcel contained coconuts, ivory 
functions at which Her Majesty was animals, wood carvings and perhaps 
present including two Durbars (or a crocodile skin bag. 


Advancements 


J.\ 63*972 II. R. lenncr. J.\ 160421 S. W. 
llrecil*. JX I*7f4i7 J. Small. JX 194807 S. J. 
Laroche. JX 3714*6 IX h. Ha*Kill. JX 802533 
J. II Brook*. JX 177401 R. L. B«hmJ!c. 
JX M62I2 J. W. Johmon. JX 153613 R. 
Rottr*. JX 163628 T. F. Welch. 

lo Matler-af-Arm* 

MX 715782 R. I). Omcrton. MX *02877 W. 
Bolt. MX 801030 A. J. Brock. 

To Chief Pcll> Officer Electrician 

MX *#29201 J. V Smith. MX 80*622 A. R. 
Ma*on. NIX 8*558#. F. A. IMberry. MX 8V2742 
J. A. Brook. MX 795907 R. A. Lewi*. 
MX 8*1802 J. S. Ihormon. MX M64*S II. J. 
Smith, MX 8*6032 I). G. Llliott. MX 712189 

I. L. I'lkc. 

To Chief Communication Yeoman 
JX 667832 A. J. Kearns. JX 581040 A. M. 
Collin*. JX 159736 B. F Davie*. 

To Actinc Chief Ueeirlcal Artificer 
MX 857525 M. J. Fovnth. MX 667724 P. 
Oldfield. MX 857625 M. Harvey. MX 888518 

J. W. B. Min*. MX 888848 P. B. Pkthall. 

To Actinc Chief Kncinc Room Artificer 

MX 8558*0 I*. C. Bolton. MX 857511 E. P. 
Child*. MX 70*69 A. Jofmtn. MX 8**684 A. J. 
Blyth. MX 85*697 T. 1). Clew. MX 8*74*7 
R. B. Watt*. MX 857387 L. W. Martin. 
MX 855584 R. C. F. Booker. MX 855757 F. R. 

I. aw*on, MX 857389 J K. Medien. MX 857536 
C. I. Jamic*on. MX 857574 l>. Rirby. 
MX 9161*6 M. Bee. MX 935642 J. F. let**. 
MX 8*7*89 K. G. Shorter. MX 857472 T. 
A*hmun. MX 8**876 A. I.. Annear. MX 857448 
J. linker. MX 857415 W. E. Ran>ard. 
MX 857447 R. I home*croft. 

To Sick Berth Chief Pell) Officer 

MX 833383 I). G. Fearnley. MX SI66J7 
I). K. Blake. MX 833070 J. K. W>burn. 
MX 879007 P. A. Bartlett. 

To Chief Petty Officer Cook LSI 
MX 61882 II. Duncan. MX 61657 W. G. 
Denton. MX 8164*0 D. J. Evan*. MX 6*8325 
C. J. W. Cook. MX 857911 A. S. Dimem. 
MX 893121 G. llcndcr*on. MX 64*33 C. 
NaUbctt. MX 851312 A. J. Birch. 

To Chief Petty Officer Steward 

LX 832356 R. J. Smith. LX 782282 B, I.. 
Cooper. LX 22197 M. W. Casey. LX 862888 

F. C. Lilli*. 

lo Chief Petty Officer Cook (O) 

MX 106106 E. Winter. 

To Store* Chief Petty Officer <S> 

MX 661297 J. W. Raw lint*. MX 122739 
I). F. W Welch 
Jo Chief Petty Officer Writer 
MX 771908 11 E. I redray. MX 700*28 P. N. 
Oatc*. MX 8324*6 J. K. D.i\M«on. MX 8**1 *6 

G. Ileath. MX 872079 D Faulkner. MX 811692 
G. Conway. MX 89f*47 G. C. Cook. 
MX 896629 I. K. Brook*. 

lo Store* Chief Petty Officer (V) 

MX 801462 G. B. Stephen*. MX 739913 
P. B. C Da»*on 
lo Actinc Chief Mechanician 
KX 880279 J. I. Red*haw. KX 853312 W 

C awcil. 

lo Chief Shipwrirhl Artificer 

MX 7*8** K. P. Templeton, 
lo Aclins Chief Radio Electrical Artificer 
MX 887911 J. M. Welch. 

To Actinc Chief Aircraft Artificer (A/El 
FX 670147 J. Weavinr. FX 668631 W. A. L 
Barnett. FX 669378 R. J. Dunn, 
lo \cfinc Chief Aircraft Mechanician (A/E) ‘ 
FX 772379 F. H. Stanford. FX 789362 If 
Wruthi. FX 8*81*6 R. U. Bu*h. FX 8491 ; 
P. G. Bailey. ■ 

To Chief Air Fitter (A/E) ; 

FX 816434 G. Shcrratt. FX 817312 •- 
McDowell. FX 817478 R. Hawkbrldi . 
FX 821304 A. E. Wallace. FX 8IM94 K I 
Penney. FX 817467 K. Wcsiworth. FX 8163 . 

II. W. Connell. FX 8382*4 B. F. Ijncatt 1 

I X Till". I \ ( row. I \ * 16*97 It !). H 
FX 534359 R. Andrew. FX 816673 D D. , 
Fowler. * 

To Chief Sir Fitter fOI ; 

FX 772049 W. Cowan. I v <92657 L. i 
Tibb*. FX 8173751). Quatctmainc. 

To Chief Airman (All) * 

FX 7748*6 P. R. Dear. FX 661187 M. ! 
Miller. FX 670671 L. Shcntnn. FX O70526 • 
Almcow. FX 670*94 A. A. Walters. i 

lo Chief Airman <SE) 

FX 867923 H. P. Bassett. I • 

To Chief Airman (PHOF) i | 

FX 86S49 D. J. O. Evan*. FX 670*44 R. 
Push. FX 740004 W. L. Patdin. FX 834! | * 
G. J. Clements. 

To Chief Airman (MET) 

FX 854354 E. J. Bell. 

To Chief FUcetrician (Air) 

FX S17383 D. Smith. FX 846874 A. 
Parkin. FX 817713 G. R. Taylor. FX 8175*2 
Flack. FX 834142 J. P. Mackay. 

Act!at Chief Radio Electrical Artificer (AIR) 
FX 855710 P. O. Dowty. 

To Chief Radio Electrician (AIR) 

FX 846224 G. L. HanaafoxiL 


Problem 

How can a substantial holding in leading ordinary shares be acquired 
NOW if the investment capital required is not immediately available 
in full? 


Solution 

Under a special Scheme sponsored by a firm of leading Merchant 
Bankers, you can purchase a block of Unit Trust shares for an initial 
payment of only 20% of the cost. The balance may be spread over any 
period from ten to twenty years and the payments offset by income 
tax relief. Outstanding payments are cancelled on your prior death, 
in which case the TOTAL HOLDING is transferred to your estate 
without further expense. Any capital appreciation on all the Units 
belongs to you from the day you join the Scheme. The value of the 
Unit Trust shares concerned HAS INCREASED BY 43% OVER THE 
LAST THREE YEARS. 

Full particulars will be sent, without obligation, if you forward the 
completed coupon below. 

As Insurance Brokers, we charge NO FEES! 


DUE FOR LEAVE SOON ? 

FLY IN OR OUT 
MALTA AND GIBRALTAR 

through 

B.A.S. (MALTA) LIMITED 


Facls, history, legends, ghost 
stories—all arc contained in 
this most fascinating read¬ 
able travel hook on 
MALTA 


}A photographs 28 1. net 
Order from any bookshop 


12 SOUTH STREET, VALETTA, MALTA 

Telephone C.24226 (5 Lines) Cable “Shipasstm" Malta 

Agents for B.E.A. and all Independent Companies 

Try our Easy Payment Plan 


Darion, Longman &Todi> 
Ltd. 

29a GLOUCESTER ROAD. 
LONDON, SW7 


The Royal Malayan Navy Hjn 
ordered six 25-knot patrol boats from 
Messrs. Vospcrs Ltd., of Portsmouth. 
The contract for these boats is 
£ 1 . 000 , 000 . 
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WILLERBYS 


TERROR MEN HEL1 
SAVE THE TURTLES 


Acres 


II.M.S. Terror— a week-end dash of over 1.000 miles to 
* in Singapore— help protect them and give them a 
Indents from the chance of getting out to sea. 
iya, recently took The Navy lads camped on the 
I urllc. I his was beach and very soon made friends 
the rare leather- with the Malays from the nearby 
it extinction. The kampong. They spent the night 

huiK over a patrolling the beach in a tropical 

is eight feet long. thunderstorm counting and observing 
a short stretch turtles. As the sun rose from out of 
itc of 1 rengannu. the South China Sea they donned 
riles have never aqualungs and prepared to accom- 

>n the menu of a panv the adult and babv turtles into 

uet hut their eggs rhc walcr A j| lh j s with the aim of 

Iter as a delicacy finding out as much as possible about 
ins * these animals of which so very little 

leave the sea and is known. 


The impressive picture of the world’s largest aircraft carrier (displacement oscr 85.000 tons full load), the I'nited States 
Ship Enterprise, givcv an idea of the four and a half acres of (light deck—big enough to take the two Queens .side by side. 

, Her nuclear propulsion plant would allow her to steam for live years without 
refuelling and her cruising range is equivalent to twenty times around the world, 
w*. ** er con, Pl cmcnl 1' about 4,600 olliccrs and men, and the number of aircraft she 

| can carry is about 100 (more or less according to si/c and type). Maximum 


Leisure clothes, suits, coats, shoes, 
shirts, and. of course, uniforms; 
Willcrbys provide all these and 
first-class set vice to go with the 
quality of the tailoring... and 
you can pay by allotment if you 
wish. Our Naval Managers visit 
your ship or shore station regularly 
—or if you're a native, they'd be 
glad to call and see you at home. 

If you'd like to know more about 
Willcrbys, sec either Mr. Dunkin, 
Mr. Guttridge or Mr. Coughlan 
when they’re next on board. Alter¬ 
natively, drop us a line or call in at 
any of our branches. We shall be 
pleased to let you have a folder 
giving details of Willcrbys special 
service for men in the Service. 


II.M.S. Victorious arriving at Mombasa on November 

African Hood Kelief. 


Victorious 

Home 

FIFTY 

WEDDINGS 


For three months Victorious stood 
by for the Kuwait emergency, steam¬ 
ing 30.000 miles in the extreme heat 
of a Persian Gulf summer. In the 92 
days of her stand-by. H.M.S. 
Victorious was at sea for 75 —a high 
rate of sea-time even by wartime 
standards. 

As reported in the December issue 
of “Navy News** the carrier was 
diverted to Mombasa for Kenya flood 
relief work and many of her heli¬ 
copters operated a flying doctor 
service and casualty evacuation opera¬ 
tion from a specially constructed 
jungle heliport. 

Included in the ship’s company are 
50 retrospective bridegrooms who 
were expecting to get married during 
the leave period. 


you get the best clothes of all at 


and pay by allotment if you wish 

28-30 Oxford Street • London W1 

82 Royal Parade. Plymouth 
111 Commercial Road. Portsmouth 
5 London Road. North End. Portsmouth 
223 High Street. Chatham 
20 Above Bar. Southampton 


Admiral Sir Caspar John. G.C.B.. 
First Sea Lord anj Chief of Naval 
Staff, visited the Pakistan Navy from 
October 24 to 29. and the Indian Navy 
from October 29 to November 3. at 
the invitation of the respective Chiefs 
ot Nasal Stall. 


41 Gordon Street. Giasgow 
12 North Bridge, Edinburgh 
52 Commercial Street. Dundee 
20 High Street. Belfast 
253 Main Street, Gibraltar 


SUNSHINE I.P.A. • LITTLE BRICKY • POMPEY XXXXX DARK ALE 
LIGHT BITTER ALE • ADMIRAL STOUT • BROWN BREW 


AND BRANCHES THROUGHOUT BRlTAI 
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After a five-day visit it was time to go 
on our travels again and on the morn¬ 
ing of October 11. we awakened the 
populace of Don la. the commercial 
capital of the Cameroon Republic, a 
former French colony and now a 
member of the French community, 
with a 21-gun salute. Fearsome noises 
and showers of sparks from an old 
French 75 (vintage 1895) returned the 
salute and completed the awakening 

There was a curfew in force in 
Doula owing to some terrorist activity 
up country and everybody had to be 
back by 2130 nightly. Ibis did not 
prevent parties from visiting a brewery 
(twice) a soap factory, a hydro¬ 
electric scheme and an aluminium 
plant, while the Mayor and Corpora¬ 
tion gave a lavish reception for 150 
ratings. 


R.N„ talking to Dr. Schweitzer. 


Captain G. J. Kirkby. D.S.C 


VISIT TO I.A MBA RENE 

IX* final visit on the West African 
coast was to Libreville, the capital of 
the Republic of Gabon, another 
member of the French community. 

The highlight of this visit was the 
visit by the Captain and a party of 
22 officers and ratings to Dr. 
Schweitzer's famous mission hospital 
at Lambarene: The Cabon Govern¬ 
ment provided the party with a DC-3 
to fiy them to Lambarene. The party 
was met by Dr. Schweitzer himself 
and shown all over the hospital or. 
more accurately the village, for one 
of his principles is that his patients 
must be free to bring some of their 
family with them, to live with them 
and eook for them while they arc 


JLII.M.S. Belfast took a parly or 
officers and ratings to visit the 
tenement area of Wanchai in Hong 
Kong. During this visit, which was 
organised by the St. James’ Settlement, 
the party visited the small cubicle 


rriumph ! The truck on shore again. (See Sole-bay story on page 4.) 


H.M.S. DIANA’S 55-DAY WEST AFRICAN CRUISE 

Southern Cameroon’s 


independence celebrations 

VISIT TO DR. SCHWEITZER’S 
MISSION HOSPITAL 

(BY NAVY NEWS CORRESPONDENT) 

II.M.S. Diana was temporarily detached from the Mediterranean Fleet for 
nearly two months from the middle of September, in order to be present at 
the Independence Ceremonies of the British Trust Territory of the Southern 
Cameroons. The ship left Malta on September 15 returning on November 9. 
During the 55-day cruise the ship steamed 11,000 miles and those on board 
spent some £3,500. 


We arrived at Beta, the seaport of 
the Southern Cameroons on Septem¬ 
ber 29 after a passage of 4.600 miles 
and a 2-day stop at Freetown. We 
soon made our first acquaintance with 
the West African bumboatmen. offer¬ 
ing weird carvings, bananas and even 
monkeys in exchange for money, old 
clothes and cigarettes. At Freetown 
one enormous man in a tiny canoe, 
a loin cloth, a top hat and nothing 
else paddled round and round the ship 
singing “God Bless the Prince of 
Wales” to an admiring audience. 

The ceremonial departure of Mr. 
J. (). Field C.M.G. (the retiring 
Commissioner) took place on Septem¬ 
ber 30 with guards paraded by the 
Cameroon forces and the Grenadier 
Guards, enormous Hausas playing 
traditional bugle music, and the firing 
of a 15-gun salute by the ship. Mr. 
and Mrs. Field were disembarked at 
Lagos and Diana then sailed for Santa 
Isabel. Fernando Po. This beautiful 
and prosperous island with its 10.000 
foot peak is a province of Spain al¬ 
though only 240 miles north of the 
Equator. 


SPANISH HOSPITALITY 

The traditional Spanish hospitality 
was much in evidence: daily at 1400 
a little double-decker bus would leave 
the ship for a tour of the banana and 
cocoa plantations and daily at 1930 
the bus would return the tourists, in¬ 
triguing the inhabitants of Santa 
Isabel by their rendering of the Oggic. 
Song. 


NAAFI 

1921-1961 

Forty Years of Service 
to the Services 


Still in step 


Naafi has taken a bold step 
into the front ranks of 
progressive commerce with the 
installation of an electronic 
computer in its modern 
warehouse at Krcfcld, 

Germany. 

Linked with punched tape 
machines and a battery of 
teleprinters, the computer 
produces indents, invoices and 
stock figures; solves arithmetical 
problems in thousandths of a 
second; cuts out tedious clerical 
work and provides valuable 
information at the time it is 
most needed. 

Another type of computer has 
become Naafi's “Paymaster 
General” and will progressively 
take on more routine duties 
dealing with warehouse stocks 
and issues in the United 
Kingdom. 

One more example of Naafi’s 
aim to keep in step with the 
Rocket-age Services. 


N AA FI 


plans ahead 


IMPERIAL COURT, KENNINGTON LANE, LONDON, S.E.1 

HM. Forces' Official Trading Organisation 


Troubridge and 
Vidal at Bermuda 

H M.S. Troubridge (Cdr. T. A. Q. 

Griffiths, R.N.) and HALS. Vidal 
(Capt. C. R. K. Roc. D.S.C., R.N.) 
were at Bermuda for the recent talks 
between the Prime Minister and the 
President of the United States. 

Troubridge was wearing the broad 
pennant of the Senior Naval Officer, 
West Indies. Commodore J. E. L. 
Martin. D.S.C., who is also the 
N.A.T.O. Commander. Bermuda. 

The two ships provided communica¬ 
tion facilities and members of both 
ships* companies, together with a 
small party of Royal Marines of 43 
Commando undertook security duties 
at Government House. 

II.M.S. Vidal is the Navy’s most 
modern survey ship and II.M.S. 
Troubridge is a fast anti-submarine 
frigate. Both shins were engaged on 
emergency relief work in British 
Honduras following hurricane damage. 


SPORTS QUIZ ANSWERS 
1. 1938 Arsenal v. Preston: 2. Brad¬ 
ford in 1920-22; 3. Notts County: 4. 
Brazil; 5. lolande B.I.is; 6. Harry 
Greb; 7. One—Boh Fitzsimmons; 8. 
Sir Aubrey Smith; 9. II. Makepeace: 
10. Mahmoud. 1936. 2 min. 33 4/5 secs. 


being treated. Thus the population of 
the village averages 1.000—1.200 of 
whom about 400 are patients. 

They all live in big airy wooden 
huts under conditions which arc no 
doubt luxurious by their standards if 
slightly unhygienic by ours. Neverthe¬ 
less the medical facilities arc excellent 
and Dr. Schweitzer and his stall arc 
obviously highly successful in their 
war against disease and sulTcring. 
While at Lambarene the captain 
presented Dr. Schweit/er with a 
donation of £20 from the Welfare 
Committee. 

CROSSING THE LINE 

We sailed from Libreville on 
October 20 and proceeded south to 
cross the line. The weather was so 
foul on the first day that King 
Neptune had to postpone his visit 
until the next day (Trafalgar Day), 
when he was received and honoured 
in the traditional manner. The captain 
who. in 25 years of seagoing had 
only crossed the line by air. headed 
the long procession of novices 
through the hath. 

After another brief whistle-stop at 
Freetown, we paid our final visit, to 
Las Palmas. This was a magnificent 
rabbit run—a 3 lens. 4 speed. 8 milli¬ 
metre cine camera complete with 
pistol grip, ease and exposure meter 
was bought for £11. And it works! 
We spent a lot of money in Las 
Palmas. 

II.M.S. Diana arrived back in Malta 
on November 9. having stopped cn 
route to look for survivors from the 
Clan Keith which blew up on Novem¬ 
ber 5. Regrettably we only found 
one unidentified body which was 
buried at sea. 


Mr. and Mrs. Wu 11 si Chang and their family of eight. 

BELFAST’S GIFT OF £250 
BOUGHT HOUSE, FURNITURE 
AND PIGS! 

I N May, 1961, the Chaplain of 
II. 


space occupied by a Chinese family 
of ten. 

As a result of the tour of the 
Wanchai area the Ship's Company 
decided to buy a house for the family 
and resettle them in a new village on 
the Kowloon side of the Colony. A 
collection was made and £250 was 
raised to pay for the house which has 
been built at Sai Rung. 

FAMILY ENTERTAINED 

II.M.S. Belfast paid a second visit 
to Hong Kong in November and 
members of the Ship's Company had 
the opportunity to visit the Chinese 
family in their home. The Command¬ 
ing Officer of II.M.S. Belfast. Capt. 
Morgan Giles. D.S.O.. O.B.E.. G.M., 
R.N.. accompanied a representative 
party of officers and ratings and 
presented a ship's plaque to the 
family. 

On the following day Mr. and Mrs. 
Wu Hsi Chang, together with their 
eight children, visited the ship and 
were entertained to tea in the Junior 
Ratings Dining Hall. As they left the 
ship gifts of clothing and toys were 
presented to the family. 

The sum of £250 collected by the 
men of II.M.S. Belfast paid for the 
house, a small quantity of furniture 
and also for a pig sty and pigs. There 
is a small garden with the house and 
this is being cultivated with the 
assistance of the Lutheran World 
Federation. 


Portland’s founder 
president dies 

I NFORMATION has been receded 
that Capt. G. L. Maclcnnan. O.B.E., 
Royal Navy (Rtd.), Founder Presi- | 
dent of the Portland branch of the 
Royal Naval Association, has died 
i after a long illness. 

"Captain Mac,” as he was affec¬ 
tionately known by the members of 
the branch, will be greatly missed. He 
was a kindly gentleman who took a 
keen interest in all branch affairs, and 
his wise counsel and advice was of 
great benefit to the branch. 


it your service . . . 
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REMOVALS and WAREHOUSING 

PACKING FOR SHIPMENT 

13 Clarendon Road, Soutlisea r ^5!s u 
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NAVY NEWS 


‘The Bride’ has returned home for scrapping 



SHIP AWAY FROM 
U.K. 16 YEARS 

Off the map’ islands visited 


II.M.S. Si. Brides Bay, paving-off pendant proudly hving. leasing Singapore for home. The ship arrived at 

Portsmouth on December 14. 

home to tell his parents about. 

Thirteen of the crew were under 17 
at the beginning of the commission, 
the youngest being 161 . and had never 
been out of England; now they have 
travelled over 50.000 miles and visited 
20 different countries. 

During her 4.979 days of un¬ 
interrupted foreign service, logging 
up nearly half-a-million miles, the 
ship has used 93.560 tons of oil 
fuel—enough to take a London bus 
to the moon and back three times, 
l-ood consumed has been 2.441 
tons—or onc-and-a-half limes the 
weight of the ship. About 21 million 
cigarettes have been smoked since 
the ship commissioned at a cost at 
shore prices—roughly the same is 
it cost to build the ship in 1945. 

£1.777.000 has been paid to the 
ship’s companies over the years - 
about £64.000 finding its way back to 
the Department for Inland Revenue. 

About £150.000 has been spent on 
stamps to send some 5 million letters 


NAVY CYCLISTS HOPES 


climb, but in so doing claimed the 
Individual Points Trophy. 

During the season which has just 
ended, one Association record was 
broken by Marine Pearce, of 
J.S.A.W.C., Poole, who rode the mag¬ 
nificent distance of 242 miles, 530 yards 
in 12 hours to beat the existing record 
by two miles. 

1 he Secretary Treasurer of the 
R.N.C.A. is Eng. Sulvl.ieut. I. I). I il- 
bury. R.N.. of II.M.S. Collingwood. 
and he is assisted by S.C.P.O (S) I. II. 
Clarke, of II.M.S.. Condor. Ibesc 
gentlemen, together with R.E.M. (A) 
Wilkinson, racing organiser, and Wren 
Wilkinson (nee Nicholls). ot II.M.S. 
Ariel, will be pleased to answer any 
questions on cycling. 


lime of the incident over II.M.S. was an anti-piracy patrol oB the coast 
Amethyst when she was attacked in the of Bornc /'- *"»*■*" resulted in the cap- 
Yangtze River by Chinese Communist ' ,rc 1° Plates, all of whom were 
forces. The following year saw the sentenced to 2 years imprisonment. 

beginning of the Korean War. and St. > V hc *J a,ro1 . had *?°“ un W . ,,B lhc 
Brides Bay was involved for the next "nding ot a pirate victim, with one 
four sears in patrolling and escort dc;ld and six i mu red onboard this 
work in that area, she also carried M,cccs ' doubly satisfactory. 

out many bombardments of shore v .err rnevn 

positions. 'ISII Ml I OK ill 

Since 1955 St. Brides Bay has taken Other pleasant features of the last 
part in the normal peacetime cruises 17 months have been a visit to Tokyo 
carried out by ships on the Far East* and two cruises round Australian 
Station. Considerable time has been ports. While in Australia. 10 olliccrs 
spent in the Malayan and Borneo and ratings hitch hiked a total of 
theatres, with regular visits to llong 1.000 miles, moving overland from 
Kong and Japan. More recently one port to another when the ship 
Australia and New Zealand have steamed round. There have been many 
been visited. A short spell in the opportunities for similar expeditions 
Persian Gulf in September 1958 on land; or at sea in a sailing whaler 
resulted in St. Brides Bay being "on for a week, to develop the youngsters* 
the spot" when the two tankers confidence and initiative. And finally. 

"Melika" and "Fernand Gilbert" the homeward passage has taken the 
collided off the Arabian coast. In ship to Colombo. Aden, through the 
conjunction with three other naval Suez Canal, to Malta and Gibraltar 
ships. St. Brides Bay helped to tow Few ship’s companies in recent years 
both tankers to safe anchorages. can have had as interesting a commis- 

c*w~ru CL-4C rumcD sion as lhc P rcscn! «nc in St. Brides 

MHJiii tKiiDt Bay. Often operating thousands of 

Perhaps the highlight of the present miles from the rest of the Fleet, her 
commission, which began in Singa- role has given the crew a sense of indc -1 — - —-• 
pore in July. I960, was a cruise of pendcncc and self confidence. Crossing !?]: ,n 'V ,! 110 ' on 8 cs| beard is L./Sea. 
14.000 miles in the Pacific Ocean "The Line" on eight occasions, and ; ’Polly Parrott, of Londonderry, who 
visiting nine South Sea Islands. It is the Date Line twice, is quite an has grown a 9-inch "set since mining 
difficult to think of a more pleasant achievement for a lad of 18 to come I ,llc sh, P- 


BERNARDS of Harwich 
extend New Year Greetings to 
all readers of Navy News and 
in particular to their many 
customers throughout the World 

At the same time the opportunity is taken to emphasise 
that A Single Allotment to Bernards is far and away 'he lines! 
method of obtaining one's complete 
Uniform and Plain Clothes require- fTf) 

ments and additionally practically 
every other need of a Serviceman 
and his family. 

For Bernards provide the facilities Ip .0\ 

of a large departmental store, but MWr 

with the additional advantage of a ll 

truly personal service through well T Ml] 

situated branches Home and Abroad |J n\ CJ 

and travelling representatives. u 11 \ /[ 

A credit account may be opened i 

for settlement by Admiralty allotment / n |pi 
or Banker's Order and no charge is % 
made for Credit allowed excepting ^1.1 

where I lire Purchase Agreements are I \ i 

arranged. 1 a J 

Full details of Bernards Service 
will gladly be given on request at a 
Branch, to a representative or through ffj 

Head Office. 

You Really Do Buy Better at Bernards 


ELEVENTH OBERON 
ON THE STOCKS 


T IIF keel of the eleventh Obcron 
class submarine was laid on Decem¬ 
ber 21 at (lie Birkenhead shipsard of 
('ammell Laird & Co. (Shipbuilders & 
Engineers) Ltd. Iliis boat wilt eventu¬ 
ally he named the Opossum. 

T he main propulsion machinery, 
consisting of Admiralty Standard 
Range diesels, will be built in the 
Royal Naval Dockyard. Chatham, and 
the main generators, motors and con¬ 
trol switchgear will be supplied by the 
English Electric Co. Ltd., of Stafford. 

This latest Opossum will be the sixth 
to bear the name. The last one was a 
sloop of the Black Swan class, built in 
1943-45. and reclassified as a frigate in 
1947. She was disposed of in 1960. 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR WOLSELEY. 

AUSTIN - MORRIS • MG. - RILEY 
VANDEN PLAS PRINCESS 
BMC SALES A SERVICE 


Due to our long association with the 
services we can offer our expert advice 
on all motoring problems including our 
1 lomc or Export delivery schemes. 


8 Queen Street, Portsmouth Telephone 23535 

Other Bramhes ot: — Abbot\inch. Chatham. Devonport, Weymouth, Port tana. 
Deal. Skegness. Grimsbv. Londonderry , Helensburgh, Duniertwine. Gibraltar 
Valletta, and Stierna. Malta: and at Lossiemouth. Arbroath. Brandy. Cutdrose, 
Worthy Down. Corsham. Lvmpstone. and H.M.S. Dolphin, Officer'* Shop* at 

Plymouth, Portsmouth and Southampton. 

Head Office: Anglia House, Harwich Esse* Telephone 880 

Member • *.»V J A 


Plan now to ensure that your car is a 
the Quayside when you dock. Arrange¬ 
ments made for delivery anywhere it 
you purchase your car from us. 


Messrs. Viekers-Armstrongs (Ship¬ 
builders) are to build a 100.000-ton 
tanker for B.P. Tanker Company Ltd., 
at Barrow-in-Furness. The super 
tanker is due for completion in 1965. 


Phone: Camber ley 3443 (IO Line <) 
ESTABLISHED ISC8 









GOLD SOVEREIGNS 
WOULD NOT BUY 
DISCHARGE 

Leading Seaman at an extra 

twopence per day 


The Koval Naval Rcticw ai Spillicuri, 1911. bv H.M. King George N 


Seaman wav of only a few month*. I 
decided to study the syllabus in my 
few 'pare moments. and on December 
15 1910 1 was examined by a Hoard 
of Commissioned Officers, and passed 
successfully. M\ ellorts were rewarded 
a few years later. 


HERE COMES THE NAVY 

It had been announced that a Nava! 
Review would be held at Spithead by 
King George V. to be followed by a 
Military Review at Phconix Park in 
Dublin and in which the Royal Navy 
would take part. Ibis meant the land¬ 
ing of Ships' Companies, to practice 
“Battalion Drill.'* “Advancing in Re¬ 
view Order." and “Marching Past." 
These landings were quite a picnic for 
everyone, a pleasant contrast to 
General Drills. The “Hump" at Port¬ 
land. was used for this purpose 
frequently, and as we marched 
through the sleepy little town with 
Bayonets fixed and bands playing, our 
chests swelled with pride, especially 
when the cry was heard "Here Comes 
the Navy.” 


THE 1911 REVIEW 

Admiral Bridgcman had relieved 
Admiral May as C.-in-C. Home Fleet 
early in June, and joined the Fleet 
wearing his Hag in II.M.S. Neptune, 
the latest commissioned Super Dread¬ 
nought. 

The Fleet sailed from Portland 
about June 16 for Spithead. to take 
up position for the "Review", to take 
place on June 24: The Fleet entered 
the Solent through the Needle* 
Channel in "Single Line Ahead" 
What an imposing picture, with 
H.M.S. Neptune approaching Spit- 
head. followed by a line of the most 
powerful ships in the world, stretch¬ 
ing back through the Solent, as far 
as the eye could see. 

It was the first occasion that a 
Squadron of Super Dreadnoughts, 
together with many other less power¬ 
ful ships, had been on show to the 
British Public. The Press, and foreign 
visitors. The inspiring signal of an¬ 
other era. “England Expects.” was en¬ 
shrined in the heart and soul of every 
man jack, they were all proud of their 
heritage. 

On June 24. 1911. this great armada 
of ships, dressed overall, in many 
lines, greeted King George V. Ships' 
companies manned ship, and as the 
Royal Yacht passed majestically 
between the lines, three rousing cheers 
were given by each ship, expressing 
The same the loyalty and alFection felt for their 
ic machin- Sailor King, who had served many 
uns. Gyro years in the Royal Navy, 
led in the The Naval Review over, the Fleet 
lad super- proceeded to sea for exercises, whilst 
on passage to Kingstown. Ireland, in 
ud existed readiness for the Review in Phoenix 
tury in the Park, and for lining the streets, 
uccessfully The Review was rather an ordeal 
w ledge re- f° r the Naval Battalion. Having 
n Ordinary successfully completed the "Advance 
reased bv ' n Review Order." it was formed up 
on |.. j,*, for the "March Past." and as the 
pedo and Companies stepped olT. a Cavalry 
inch tor- struck up a "Cavalry March" 

ir for run- w hich is used for horses on the trot, 
v the 21 si fhe men of the Naval Brigade quickly 

(Continued on page 9, column I) 


can 


The First Battle Squadron. 1911 


I’m going for the pension. I’m all lined 
up for a job already, and with an extra 
pension to look forward to when 1 retire, 
and the wife provided for if anything 
happened to me—well, it’s the kind of 
security we all want. 

I low do you set about all this ? 

That's easy. Ask the Provi- 

_ dent Life for details of the 

Progressive Savings Scheme. 


you’ll enjoy living 


from £2,845 freehold " 

at PURBROOK CHASE 


PROVIDENT 

LIFE 


ASSOCIATION OF LONOON 
LiMiTCO • lou«4«« 1477 


Send this coupon to 246 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.I 
Please send details of the Progressive Savings Scheme 

Name . 

Address. 


(near Portsmouth and Southsea) 

The perfect blend of town-and country—near the sea. Fast road, rail and bui 
facilities at hand with excellent shops, schools and churches in the vicinity. 

J\ir complete information, please write or phone 

JOHN C. NICHOLLS, LIMITED 

Tit/herber! RoaJ. Turlington. Portsmouth. Tel: Cosham 70252 


A?e next birthday 











CRANE ON HER WAY HOME 


TWO young men who have been 

making a big noise all round 
Far East Station arc Able Seaman 
David Bradford, aged 22. and his 
twin brother George, also an Able 
Seaman. 

As members of the volunteer ship’s ' 
band of the frigate H.M.S. Crane, now I 
on her way home via South Sea 
Islands and the Panama, these two 
have beat their drums in many and 
varied places and will continue to do 
so on their journey home. 

The two Bradfords who come from 
32 Ray Road. West Molcscy. Surrey, 
have served together in the Royal 
Navy for the past two and a half ; 
years. Thev have* the same interests 
and spare time activities and went to 
West Molcscy Secondary Modern 
School. 

Able Seaman David Bradford was ; 
the 1955 A.B.A. welterweight finalist. 


The Bradford twins and their drums. 
George is on the left and Das id is on 

the right. 


HALF-YEARLY PROMOTIONS 


HE following ofliccrs have been provisionally selected for promotion to 
dale June 30.— 

Sf \MFN SPKCI At.IS IS C'.>mmjndcr.- J. A B H..rn*«»n. F. ). O'KclIy. 

unmanCci to Captain Sir I I Ariiulale. " 11 W,!!dcr. <*. W. J. t.’whcr. 

I. Mrr.ry. T A Heel. J I). Cal *r«.•*«. " l»F\l\l. HK Well 

). (icranl-l’e.if'c. P. J Hivne. K M Martin. Surpe«<n < timmarnlcr (D» to Surreon Captain 
I. <». M. Baynhani. W. I) S. .Vott. W. I r|» |> ||<» Mr 

iptscl*. i. I). Irc.’.ler. Surreon t ic:i:cnani-CommarHicr »D) to 

cuiciunt-Commamlcr to Cnmnuiulcr I. I.. S:ii«nn ( Vmm..iKlrr <|>» P, K. K«'k'er\. 

.. It M. A Hayes. |. A. Beattie. I> II. J> um . 4l ....... 

nn. i. Ashton. J. D’O C. Ic»i%. J. K. ROV Al. MtKISt.s 

onth Iavlcr. J. M. C hild. J N Humphrey- I^CterMni^ ohinel u» Colonel. P. Berman. 

:r. S. Leonard. I F.. Dick. M A. Gcorte. * < d A 1 •> / w „ 

d. Hliv W K Hart. B. 1 Williams. II. I.. »•' I icntenani.C olonel. K. J. M.Oarel- 

k. J l> II McCarthy. D. A P. ORcillv. p • J -J r Whitcicv. J. J. Day. 

M. Bunrovnc A. F. C Wemvvs. I*. P M• A »l. Marnon. R M. 

•ke-Popham. G. W. Greet. D. K Hankin- 51? f ■ *> * • V « Ac,,n * kU »°r). J. G. 

I. A vi/Kin* II I Wilkos. J K F.. Clarke. 


H.M.S. Crane, here seen leasing Singapore Hying a paying-off pendant, is the sole survivor of a large class of ships, 
originally rated as sloops hut re-classified in 1947 as frigate. Crane is now on her way to the United Kingdom and 
during her cast-about journey she will make calls at Labuan. Manus. Ocean Islands, Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Suva, 
Nukualofa. Friendly Islands, Nuiafoputupu. Apia. Rarotonga. Tahiti, Christmas Island, Fanning Island, Honolulu. 

Pearl Harbour. San Diego. Man/anillo, Panama, Trinidad and Las Palmas. 


Michael Grccnwcll Tunn. Engin¬ 
eering Mechanic 1st Class D/K 
959452. II.M.S. Miner III. Died 
November 12. 1961. 

Paul Albert Thomas Baker. Bugler. 
R.M. 17002 45 Commando. 

Royal Marines. Died November 
20. 1961. 

Vincent Paul George Camilleri. 
Steward. E/L 982503 H.M.S. St. 
Angelo. Died November 20. 
1961. 

David Collin Rye. Shipwright. 
Artificer 2nd Class. P/M 943746. 
II.M5. Ausonia. Died Novem¬ 
ber 20. 1961. 

Gordon James Cheater, Writer 
P/J 953174. II.M.S. Victory. 
Died December I, 1961. 


THIRS TING 


(Continued from page H, column 5) | King hd 

I mouth \( 

got out of step, and the lines became ,} 1C |:| ag 
quite wavy, but with a tremendous. lo h.M. 
effort, step was regained, and | alcsl Su 
the lines straightened, and each |) U rin> 
company passed the Saluting Base in mission, 
splendid formation, equalled only by >cars an , 
the Guards and Royal Marines. oul the 
After the Military Review, the male." j r 
Royal Family proceeded to Wales, for mstructu 
the Investiture of Prince Edward on Therefor 
July 13 at Carnarvon Castle, as August 
Prince of Wales. Meanwhile H.M.S. mission. 
King Edward VII had proceeded to island, r 
Abcr\stwyth, which was visited by gunlayer 
the Royal Family. mate. 

On July 14 I felt honoured to have The 1c 
been selected as one of a “Guard of fiov. was 
Honour" formed to meet lbs Majesty | had si 
King George V and family on arrival, j fion. W;i 
It was a scene which has alwass re-| severanci 


TRY A 


It’s brewed in the 
good old British way! 


MHTTIISEA’S ll!21 

— POPULAR BALLROOMS 


SOUTH PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 


KIMHELLS . 0 sSStv5Iea d 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

Ships 5 Company Dances 

whether a Submarine—Destroyer—Battleship or Aircraft Carrier 
OVER 50 SHIPS’ DANCES CATERED FOR LAST YEAR 

Wire— Write —or Phone , Portsmouth 32275 

Make your first “Port of Call” for Dancing: 

The Savoy Ballroom Radio Band Every Friday 


Brewers of BLUE LABEL. HOP LEAF. CISK LAGER. LACTO 


in Malta, are also exported to N. Africa 


They can he enjoyed throughout the Mediterranean area 
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Dwindling numbers 
at Remembrance 
Parade 

D ESPITE foul weather conditions 
nearly half of the small Durham 
branch of the Royal Naval Association 
turned out on Remembrance Sunday to 
help the British Legion in its annual 
parade in Durham Cathedral. Yearly 
the numbers dwindle and but for the 
shipmates who religiously turn up the 
parade would surely be cancelled. 

It is nice to know that while the 
branch wreath is being laid up at the 
Forces' Memorial in the cathedral, that 
of last year is being placed on the 
nearby St. Oswald's War Memorial in 
memory of Stoker Rcachcr who was 
lost on the Warspitc during the war. 
This is an annual mark of remem¬ 
brance carried out by Shipmate 
"Teddy" Horner, who went to school 
with the fallen lad. 

This year it was “Jack" Hodgson's 
turn to act as wreath bearer. Each year 
a different shipmate performs this most 
rewarding duty. 


IDe Unit remember tljem 

Shipmaid Edith A. Marsdcn. mem¬ 
ber of Gainsborough Branch. 
Shipmate Capt. G. I.. Madcnnan. 
O.B.K., Royal Navy, Founder 
President of Portland branch. 


LAST BASTION 


Sketches of the Maltese 
Islands 


Capt. Eric Brockman, R.N. 

• 

Facts, history, legends, ghost 
stories—all arc contained in 
ihis most fascinating read¬ 
able travel book on 
MALTA 


?4 photographs 2Sv. net 
Order from any bookshop 


Dak ion, Longman & Todd 
Ltd. 

20a GLOUCESl l:R ROAD. 


THE 

ROYAL NAVAL 


ASSOCIATION 

INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 
Patron: H.M. The Queen 


‘One, two, six—heave’ 

AFTER CONFERENCE 

ACTIVITIES 

A GREAT number of those who attended the last Annual Conference were 
disappointed to find that, on conclusion of the business, they were left 
to their own devices. Although the Headquarters C lub was open and Batter¬ 
sea branch also opened its portals, these two places alone could not cope 
with all who might have wished for a social night in town. 

In some quarters No. 1 Area was ! 
severely criticised but in others mcm- SOCIAL EVENING 

I hers were appreciative of the fact that These two Areas responded with 
No. 1 Area could not possibly be considerable enthusiasm and a Com- 
“ expected to lay on “something for the i insttec has been formed (known a* 
boys" on the scale of 1956 or 1959 


s on the scale o! 1956 or 
each time a Conference was held in 
I.ondon. 

Certain branches in London and 
Middlesex consider that, having spent 
; the day at business, delegates to Con¬ 
ference arc entitled to look for some- 
I thing organised for them afterwards 
in the way of refreshments and enter¬ 
tainment regardless of the location of 
the Conference. Some may consider 
that the Conference is becoming 
something of an annual "junket"—but 
is it a crime to "let your hair down" 
having travelled great distances and 


I he 126 Committee) with the object 
o! organising a grand social evening 
•*nd dance with a cabaret, preceded 
by ;i bullet tea, and. on the Sunday 
morning, a Drumhead Service. 

All branches in the United Kingdom 
will shortly receive detailed informa¬ 
tion. I he Committee asks that as 
many as possible, delegates and 
visitors to the conference, as well as 
members of branches within easy 
distance of London, will support both 
the Saturday evening function and the 
Sunday morning Parade Service. 
Hither without the other will render 


spent the day in the interests of the j the whole thing abortive. 
Association? All M-» l*lf mi«n wy an 


Association? 

Those branches in London and 
Middlesex have decided that there 
shall be no repetition of the lack of 
facilities after the 1961 Conference 
and they lobbied their near neigh¬ 
bours of Areas 2 and 6. seeking aid to 
put on something worth while. 


All Navy men. ex and otherwise, 
arc familiar with the cry "One, Two. 
Six —Heave." That is just what Areas 
1. 2 and 6. arc going to do to ensure 
that all visitors to the 1962 Confer¬ 
ence will find their journeys and stay 
in town a worth-while clfort in the 
name of the Association. 


No. 2 Area has worth-while 


The Ladies of Blackhall and the Standard they presented to the branch. 

Blackhall Ladies present branch 


with new Standard 

‘GO AHEAD’ FOR OWN H.Q. 

r | 1 HE shipmates of the Blackhall and Coastal branch of the Royal Naval 
Association arc mighty proud of the members of its Ladies* Committee 
and the members of that Committee can be proud indeed of themselves. 

At a social evening on November I 


IK. Mrs. N. Taylor, Chairman of the 
Ladies’ Committee presented fto the 
C hairman of the branch. Shipmate J. 
Mackcrty. the new branch Standard. 
In addition Mrs. Taylor presented to 
the branch a cheque for £39. 

The Ladies achieved this magnifi¬ 
cent effort over the past 12 months 
and deserved the prolonged applause 
when Shipmate Flackcrtv warmly 
thanked them on behalf of the branch. 
The photograph shows the ladies with 
the Standard and the smiles on their 
faces is a measure of the pride with 
which they arc held by the shipmates 
and of the shipmates* thanks. 

OWN HEADQUARTERS 

Another item of great importance 
to the branch is that approval has 
been given lo the building of its own 
Headquarters and Club. Considering 
that the branch has been in existence 
only.two years, it is “good'going" to 


ships" in the form of neighbouring 
branches congratulate Blackball on 
their outstanding achievements. 

Blackhall branch was represented at 
the dedication of the Newcastle 
Standard and after the ceremony they 
returned with the Wear Shipmates to 
the Wear Headquarters for an enjoy¬ 
able evening. 

The branch “scribe" visited the 
Blackpool branch when he visited that 
resort for "the lights" and he sug¬ 
gests that Association members visit¬ 
ing Blackpool should "look up" the 
local branch for he assures them that 
their welcome will be very sincere. 

The “Bairns’ Christmas Party" was 
held on December 23 and. as usual, 
was a huge success. The annual 
dinner dance will be held in February. 

Two good members of the branch. 
Shipmate Alan Anderson and his 
“wee Scots wife" arc leaving the dis¬ 
trict* and will be missed verv much. 


have its own headquarters. "Chummy I Blackballs loss is Welwyn's gain. 
HJ J iiiiiiiiiiiiiitiitiittiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiii!iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiim!iiiiiiiitii:ii!ii:iittiiiitiitiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiii:it!ii:ii!ii:iiiii^ 

I TALKING OF BANDS I 

inavRij / 

1 


Last month wc regretted the passing of the Royal Naval Barracks. Portsmouth. Bluejacket Band. Here is II.M.S. 

Bulwark's Volunteer Band. All "part-timers," they play additional^ to normal duties. 


meeting 

NUMBERS 

MAINTAINED 

^EARLY all the branches of No. 2 
Area were represented at the 
Chatham branch headquarters on 
November 25, at the invitation of the 
Area National Councillor, Shipmate 
John Dyckes, when a general discus¬ 
sion took place regarding points 
which crop up at the area meetings. 

The Secretary to the Council, Ship- 
male L. H. Maskcll was present. 

The main subject was membership 
of the Association and many of the 
delegates were able to comment in 
respect of their individual branches. 
It was generally agreed that the num¬ 
bers in the Area were not falling oil 
to any great extent, taking into 
consideration the number of the older 
shipmates who do not need to pay 
subscriptions because of the age limit. 

Most branches get some new mem¬ 
bers during the course of the year, 
but it was felt that a drive towards 
branch publicity would be of benefit. 

PRESS NOT PRESENT 

Discussion in this respect was 
answered quite satisfactorily by the 
Secretary to the Council who was 
I prompted to ask why no Press 
: reporter was present. 

Ideas for the improvement of 
' branches were given and it was sug-I 
‘ Rested that there might be someone in 1 
the Area with literary aspirations who 
would run a bulletin for the Area. The 
Area Working Committee, which 
meets on January 6. will consider this 
point. 

The Area Annual General Meeting 
will take place on January 13 at John 
Cunningham House and Shipmate 
Dyckcs stated that it would be a good 
thing if No. 2 Area co-operated in the 
matter of expenses which would be 
incurred in entertaining shipmates 
after the Annual Conference of 1962. 
Those present agreed with Shipmate 
Dyckcs and promised to refer the 
matter to their branches. 

Shipmate J. Bates, the Area Chair- \ 
man. conducted the meeting which, 
although no solutions to the problems 
had been found, had been well worth 
while. 

The members expressed their thanks 
to the Chatham Branch for the 
amenities placed at their disposal and 
to the ladies of the branch for the 
exceedingly good tea provided. The 
evening was rounded oil with a very 
enjoyable social. 

The Royal Malayan Navy has 
ordered six 25-knot patrol boats from 
Messrs. Vospcrs Ltd., of Portsmouth. 
The contract for these boats is 
£1.000.000. 


BOOK WORTH 
WAITING FOR 

FOR over 30 years 1 have waited 
1 for just such a book as this—“Last 
Bastion," Captain Eric Brockman, 
C.B.E., Royal Navy, (Darlon, lyong- 
man and Todd. Ltd., London—28s.). 

In 1930 my wifc-to-bc arrived in 
Malta one Friday and wc were married 
the following day. Wc spent, on that 
occasion, nearly two years in Malta, 
exploring, in my spare time, the high¬ 
ways and byways of this fascinating 
island and learning a little of the 
friendliness, independence, charm and 
customs of the Maltese. Wc still think 
of that time as a two-year honeymoon. 

Captain Brockman's book helps to 
(ill the blanks of those memorable 
two years—the reasons for this or that 
custom—a little of the language, race 
and poetry. The author takes one 
round the island, to the sunny, sandy 
beaches, the churches, the homes of 
the people and talks of the wild life 
of the island. 

"Last Bastion" is a travel book with 
just the right amount of past history 
in it. To those who know the George 
Cross Island it will bring back memor¬ 
ies of "theatrically blue sky. and sea 
the colour of copper sulphate, orange 
rock bathed in pink haze at dawn and 
veiled with the 'heaven's embroidered 
cloths’ at sunset." To those who have 
never visited the island “Last Bastion" 
will create a wish to do so. 

A first-class book which has given 
me immense pleasure. AYCHARBEE. 
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ACROSS BAR, ON HIS HANDS, ON Classified Advertisements 

EIGHTIETH BIRTHDAY 


MISCELLANEOUS ' onr ** *ixhinr tn make application xhould i!. 

~ .. . r ..v .»■> . r . ... , throurh :hcir Commantlinr Officer. in accwda 
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izc or an>where cKc. "When was this 
class of gun-boat last in commission. 
Charlie?" I asked. 

"Jus: before the war." said Charlie, 
sucking stolidly at his pipe. 

"There you arc!" said the sailor 
triumphantly. “1 knexx I wax right!*’ 
Bat lisht had dawned on me. *'Jti<t 
before the war Charlie." I repeated. 
Which war?" 

"I he Boer War." said Charlie. 1 o 
him it was the last war. 

The Boer War—I could write a 
hook about it. Old Dan Ctm'iflc. 
XS next birthday had he lived, talked 
about nothing else, lie was an old 
sergeant-major, llis story of the 
a naval engineer, like me. but I drum-head court-martial ai which he 
before I was born he liked to yarn I was sentenced to death is worth 

iriiclc to itself. There was a time, a 


Home Axxured 
.uiion 
London 

HOUSEHOLD 

xtored. moxed and pa.ked and xh.rrcd.- White 
A Co I :d . I.*0 I ondon Road. North Lr.d Junc¬ 
tion. Portunouth. Phone 63221. 

XJ AX radio controlled taxi*. 24-nour *etx:»e — 
Tel.: Porixmouth JS.Of 4 <iwo ’mexl. 

ROYAL NASAL nvKKACKS PORTS- 
WOl'III. I he x:or» from hulk* to pre«en: da** 
Pri.e 7 6d. obtainable from Gale A PohJen 
Ltd.. Idinburrh Road. Poruroouth. Po*t tree. 

WAN FED bx collector Anx type of rr.edaS 
and decoration*. - Mr. J. S:rmp. t Kent Road 
Blackpool. 

an I BOOK on any vabiect xuppLed promptly 
| by P**xt. Unique exchanrc-and-xaxr ftchrmc 
. - , '»dab;r Fxo.-exx B.-ok Servi.e. *7 Oryder 

engines and sea-fed boilers which must year or so before his death when he | ( lumber*.<>»fo*u Street, w.i. 

• . a a a I 4 a at a a a . a . . 


old Uns. l or that reason I keep a Jutland — startlingly different from 
Foot! lire going to warm their ancient anything the historians ever wrote 
mints, and buy four newspapers so was always worth listening to. 
that they can gain a vicarious pleasure And Charlie Parvin. a quiet old man 
m studying horses they can no longer yxho was 
aflord to hick. Few of them have 

more than one pint, but they like a about engines anil boilers to me. trunk 
natter together, and I enjoy listening ■ 

to them. have been a nightmare to maintain. 

a mm oi vT it tn * Nn ° nc * la y hc bought in a photograph 

A DJM-EREN I JLILANI) a < c!car as !hc day it !akcn 

Most of them are ex-naval men. fifty years ago of a gunboat in which 
very much past their allotted span, he had served. Hc was tapping the 
bn! lull of vigour to the last. Of the picture with his pipe, and explaining 
men of Granchcslcr. Rupert Brooke that the engines were situated on the 
observed: - • boat deck—on the boat-deck!—when a 

’And when they get to feeling old. sailor in uniform, a mere 
I hey up and shoot themselves. I'm of forty or so. picked up the phot 
fold." graph and remarked that hc had | a methodical old boy 

These old boys of Portsmouth served in a similar type of ship on the 
certainly don't do that, but they do Yangtze, 
seem to fade away quickly, once their ... u , 

time has come. I here was old Jack xxiiilii "ak. 

C'oirse. who celebrated bis eightieth "Surely not!" I exclaimed 
birthday by buying tots of rum all I never seen such a ship, on t 


forsook his rcminsccnccs of Mafeking 
and Sir George White and Kruger - 
which were interesting -and harped on 
a subject which bored everyone: the 
reduction of his army pension. 

SOMETHING WAS WRONG 

But when one day hc began talking 
youngster of putting his head in the gas oven. I 
o- perked up and took notice. Dan was 

he had kept 
intact all his old certificates, records 
and correspondence. I went through 
them with him carefully, realised that 
something was wrong, and eventually 
I have | typed out a letter for him to sign and 
Yang* sent it to the Paymaster-Genera!. 

-t Three days later, six months after his 

pension had been reduced. Dan came 
Kftfgi beaming into the bar and handed me 
a letter from Authority, which greatly 
regretted a clerical error that had 


THE LONDON AMBULANCE SERVICE 

requires 

MEN AND. WOMEN 
DRIVER/ATTENDANTS 

Basic pay £12 Is. (42 hour week) inc!ud : ng first-aid and running repairs 
allowances. Shift workers’ pay range £13 Os. to £14 9s. Initial training with 
pay. Uniform provided. Paid holidays. Pension scheme on permanent 
appointment. Applicants aged 21-45 must be experienced drivers in 

good health. 

Apply to the 

Officer-in-Chargc (3433/N/l), 

LONDON AMBULANCE SERVICE 
ISO Waterloo Road, S.E.I 


A simple way to raise the initial deposit money 
required for buying* your own house. Make out a 
monthly allotment for the purchase of tenth issue 
national savings certificates. Here are some exam¬ 
ples of how your money grows by the purchase (by 
allotment) of 


Captain W. C. Simpson presents the silxer heron to the Mayor of Yeovil 


GANGES IN TEN 
PIN FINALS 


Heron for Yeovil 


HPHE 21st anniversary of the commissioning of II.M.S. Ileron, Royal Naval 
Air Station, Yeovillon, in December, was marked by a gift from the 
Air Station to the town of Yeoxil. 

To commemorate the liasion ’ close allinitv between the town and 
between the establishment and Yeovil, tile base. Many of the sailors had 
an 18 -inch high silver heron was pre- S married local girls and settled down 
sented to the Mayor. Alderman J. P. in the town. 

£ clI y cS? pl o in "At this station, set in the heart of 

O.B.L.. D.S.O.. Royal Navy, the C ap- Somerset, we carrv out the tradition of 
lam of R.N.A.S. Ycovi ton King Arthur, only our Excalibur has 

I he Presentation took place in the a nll)rc , cn , Ihnm and is helu 
A.r Stations Social Centre-1 hc ovcr , hc car|h by , hc aircrew , 

•r! >n ti l,b * ii i *hat we train here." 

I hc Heron, specially commissioned 

from a London silversmiths, is in- FREEDOM OK BOROUGH? 
scribed— From the Captain and | 
people of II.M.S. Heron. R.N.A.S 
Yeovilton. to the Mayor and people the frieniKhip between the base and 
of Yeovil to commemorate 21 years the town would continue to flourish 
of friendship and goodwill in war and adding 
peace—1961." 

Captain Simpson, i 

presentation said there had been a i company 


: base. Many of the sailors had Since its opening the club has pro- 
irried local girls and settled down vided an increasing centre of interest, 
the town. both for the Juniors under training and 

•At this station, set in the heart of lh . c sh jP‘ s company. The wives and 
merset. we carrv out the tradition of ^ r , ,cni s k&c an active part in league 
ng Arthur, only our Excalibur has P ,a >' , ant * Housewives Choice on 
more potent ‘thrust and is held mornings is well supported 

iscd over the earth by the aircrews The Evening l eague has produced 
it we i"kin here " i an exciting struggle over the last three 

months and resulted in a win for the 

FREEDOM OK BOROUGH? Regulating branch team. The Mon- 

archs, the star player being the 
Alderman Kelly said that hc hoped Master at Arms’ wife. 

Ten pin bowling is rapidly becoming 
a national sport and a team from 
It would be a grand gesture H.M.S. Ganges, the "Tuskers" played 
on our part if the freedom of the through the Anglo-American Tourna- 
in making the | borough was extended to the ship’s ment. One day the National Individual 

Champion may come from the Navy. 


CERTIFICATES 


PURCHASE PRICE 
15 /- 


If you allot per month | £2 5s 


You will have 
bought certificates 
which will now 
be worth about 


You will have 
bought certificates 
which will now 
be worth about 


SOUTHSEA’S NEWEST ESTABLISHMENT 

s now available for 


SHIP’S COMPANY DANCES 


You will have 
bought certificates 
which will now 
be worth about 


Superb sprung Maple Dance Floor — Large Bars — Any type of Catering arranged 
First-class bands by arrangement with Eric Winstone — Personal Callers are welcome to see 
the amenities at the most modern Catering and Entertainment Centre in the South 


THE NEW PAVILION BALLROOM 

CLARENCE PIER 

Telephone Portsmouth 21455/6/7 


The interest earned on your Savings Certificates is free of Income 
Tax and does not have to bo declared for Income Tax purposes. 
Savings Certificates arc State guaranteed 


iiiucd Oj H.M. Forces Suv./igs Committee. Lomluu S. U .7 
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Order or Renewal Form 

(Delete as appropriate) 

‘NAVY NEWS’ OFFICE, ROYAL NAVAL 
BARRACKS, PORTSMOUTH 

Please post a copy of each issue of “Navy News'' to 

Name . 

Address. 

/ enclose herewith money order l postal order I cheque value Sf-, being 
a subscription fin 12 issues, including postage. 

Commence ..* (M onth) 

If member of R.N. Association, please state Branch 


‘Sea-karting’—Sport of the 

GOOD 
SAILING 


CRAFT 


H OW often on a make and mend 
have we watched the lucky few 
sailing for the whole afternoon in 
the ship's two dinghies, or in the Dog 
Watches considered that it was hardly 
worth hoisting nut and rigging the j 
dinghy for a brief sail. 

Perhaps, if you have conic from a 
shore establishment you may be think¬ 
ing of other make and mend 
pastimes, such as C»o Karting. In those 
exhilarating but safe little machines 
anyone can lake part in the after¬ 
noon’s sport. 

At present there arc two or three 
makes of sailing craft comparable 
with Cio Karts on the market. At first 
glance these look little more than 
sailing surf boards but which arc in 
reality, well-designed craft with good 
sailing qualities. 

The picture shows a Piccolo, which 
in kit form, complete with sail and 
aluminium mast, costs about £68 or 
complete ex works about £98. The kit 
takes a couple of make and mends to 
assemble and finish. The 13 ft. 6 in. 


Navy Hockey 

T HE first and second rounds of the 
R.N, Hockey Knock-out Compc- 
tion, 1961-62 produced miiiic good 
hockey and the 30 entries huve now 
been whittled do a vn to nine for the 
third round. 

I he draw for the third round is: 
R.N.A.S. Lossiemouth v. H.M.S. 
Ganges. 

H.M.S. Ariel v. H.M.S. Vernon 

or Mercury. 

H.M.S. Sultan v. R.N.A.S. 
Yeovilton. 

H.M.S. Drake v. R.N.A.S.. 
C’uldrosc. 

In the first round H.M.S. Thun¬ 
derer beat 41 Commando II—3. only 
to Iv knocked out in the second round 
by R.N.A.S. Culdrosc 5—3. 


lAihaf he VAarrte fc 

WATNEYS BROWN I 


Watncys Drown . . . the velvet-smooth 
answer to a desert-dry thirst. No wonder 
it’s the most popular brown ale in the 
country! Try a glass yourself. Today. 


Wharf we want 


fe WA7NEY& 


GANGES BEATS ST. VINCENT 
IN JUNIORS’ ‘BATTLE’ 


THE quarterly ••bailie" between II.M.S. Ganges and H.M.S. Si. Vincent 
took place at Gosport on November 25. II.M.S. Ganges winning live 
events and St. Vincent winning two. Altogether the weekend was very 
i successful. Perhaps the most surprising result was the sailing where both 
teams are very hard to heat on their home grounds as local knowledge 
usually means so much. 

Recall* 

Sailine. —Ganpev heat Si. Vincent 2M* to !<• 


Ganges beat Si. Vinccn; 537 to 
-Gan*cv heat Si. Vincent 52 to 
Vincent heat Ganges 85 


Shooting. 

55*. 

Basketball. 

IJ 

Cross County.—St 

to 12*. 

Soccer.--Gance* heat St. Vincent 5 to 4 
Kugh%. St. Vincent heat Ganges 24 to 5. 
Ilockct. Ganges heal St. Vincent 1 to 0. 

SAILING 

With little wind and a flood tide 
the racing was not very exciting. 
However, in spite of local knowledge 
being against Ganges. Lewis in a 
cutter was the only one to complete 


minutes sweeping up the field with 
delightful football which resulted in 
them being two goals up after 10 
minutes. However. St. Vincent soon 
came back, encouraged by hundreds 
of supporters, and scored three goals 
before half-time. Soon after the re¬ 
start St. Vincent scored another to 
j make them four to two up and it 
looked like the end for Ganges. How¬ 
ever. Ganges rallied and the St. 
Vincent goal was in constant danger 
hut even so it seemed that the defence 
would hold. Late in the game. Riley 
was given a clear run and scored and 


full course. Over the shortened Kcddmgton hit home a powerful 
course the Ganges whalers took 1st. driv c to equalise. The winning move 
2nd and 4th. Coxwaincd bv Trotter. camc whcn Gorman strode up the 
Birch and Sexton. Part of their sue- fold with the hall and crossed for 
cess was due to the fact that the Cox- Rcddington to complete his hat-trick 

. ‘ “ with three minutes left. The Ganges 

team had been well trained by Mr. 
Leadbettcr of the Ipswich Town F.C.. 
who are doing so surprisingly well in 
the first Division. 


wains studied the course and condi¬ 
tions beforehand and when it came 
to the race did what they had been 
told and used their common sense. 


IIOCKKY 


SOCCER 

This was perhaps the most thrilling 
match of the week-end. Ganges Considering both teams were com 
; dominated the play for the first few ! parativc newcomers to the game of 


BROWN ALE : PALE ALE : I!A.MMERTON STOUT : DAIRYMAID STOUT 


hockey, the standard was quite high 
with play running from end to end. 

I he only score of the match came 
when a defensive lapse after 10 
minutes by St. Vincent enabled 
Mailer to score. 

St. Vincent tried hard lo equalise 
but the Ganges defence kept them out 
whilst the forwards attempted to in¬ 
crease the lead. In the second half, 
Ganges had much more of the play 
but lacked the punch in the forward 
line which might have resulted in 
more goals. 

BASKETBALL 

The score speaks for itself in this 
match! Ganges because they knew 
how to use the ball and shoot at the 
basket, found no real opposition from 
the St. Vincent team even though all 
the Ganges substitutes played to¬ 
gether as a team. 

CROSS-COUNTRY 

This was the second time in a 
month that the teams had met. In the 
first, the Portsmouth Command 
Junior race. Ganges were well behind 
the "A" and "If teams of St. Vincent 
but this time the result was much 
closer. 

RUGBY 

In this, as the score indicates. St. 
Vincent proved to be very much super¬ 
ior to Ganges in their back division. 
At first, the Ganges pack more than 
held their opponents gaining a fair 
share of the lines out. But with the 
St. Vincent backs running so well, 
the Ganges forwards became tired 
from covering so much, and some¬ 
what ragged in the second half. 

The quadrangular "battle" between 
H.M.S. Ganges. H.M.S. Vincent, the 
Junior Wing. Deal, and H.M.S. 
Fisgard will take place at the Pitt 
Street Recreation Ground. Ports¬ 
mouth. on July 13 and 14 


The Captain of Royal Fleet Auxili¬ 
ary Wave Prince, a picture of which 
appeared on page 9 of the December 
issue, is Captain G. Robson, and .not 
Captain G. Gibson. 


If you roll your own cigarettes, 
here’s how to get 12 extra cigarettes 
from a 3d. packet of rizla 
Cigarette papers. Crumple a cigar¬ 
ette paper and place on machine 
as shown, it will save enough 
tobacco to make 12 extra cigarettes 
at a cost of 3d! 


A ‘Piccolo’ off the Isle of Wight. 


hull, drawing 3 inches with the plate 
up and 75 sq. ft. of nylon gives a fast 
sail in winds up to Force 3. 

Above Force 3 the sailing is rgally 
exhilarating with speeds in excess of 
14 knots. The craft is sweet but lively, 
although more stable than one would 
expect. 1 his was proved in a Channel 
crossing by two Piccolos in Force 6 
conditions. Unfortunately the trip 
ended 8 miles short of the French 
coast due to a defect in the rudder 
pintle which was perhaps just as well, 
as the attendant motor boat was 
finding conditions most unpleasant. 

Wearing a life jacket is a must for 
sea karting and in cool climates, pro¬ 
tective clothing docs help. Even so. if 
you should capsize, the Piccolo is 
easily righted and with skill you can 
be on your way within 10 seconds. 

As for launching and rigging; hull 
weight 112 lbs., ringing time three 
minutes at the most. The simplicity 
and speed of the craft allows many. 


Photo'. Hckirn .X Son. C» **«•». 


short, fast races to be sailed in an ! 
afternoon giving a number of people 
the chance to get away sailing. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER 

(a) Lifebelts will always be worn. 

(b) No sailing above Force 3 in 
possible shark areas. 

(c) Four Sea karls can be stowed in 
the space of one 14 ft. dinghy. 

(d) All the gear floats, and in 
an emergency can be used for life¬ 
saving. 

(e) Everyone benefits. 

(f) Jimmy (or the Bloke) can use it 
as side party punt. 


A THOUGHT 

With the help of Welfare Commit¬ 
tees sea karting might well become 
the Navel sport of the 60s. winkling 
out all branches from their (we hope) 
air conditioned boxes and allowing 
them to get to grips with the wind and 
sea. instead of sniffing at it from the 
, liberty boat or sandy beach 


20 cigarettes 


for 8d 


By using rizla Filter Tips, you 
not only save enough tobacco to 
make 20 extra cigarettes with every 
8d box of 100 lips, but you also 
trap a large percentage of nicotine, 
tobacco tars, etc., and can smoke 
more in consequence. Note: for a 
cooler smoke always tap cigarette 
(up downwards) before smoking. 
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